
Arkansas Project Graduation Commission 
Minutes 

January 20, 2011 
 

 
Present:  Donnie Whitten, Nancy Blount, Susan Harriman, Representative Barry 
Hyde, Ronald Laurent, Dr. Charity Smith, Susan Waggoner, Dr. Karen Wheeler, 
Sonja Wright-McMurray. 
 
Absent: Dr. Pat Bailey, Dr. Lynita Cooksey, Mattie Collins, and Dr. Kim Wilbanks.   
 
The meeting convened at 10:00 a.m.  Commission Chair Donnie Whitten 
welcomed members of the Commission by introducing himself and giving a brief 
history of the creation of the commission via Act 1306 of the 87th General 
Assembly.  Members of the commission introduced themselves and gave a brief 
bio.  Mr. Whitten then reviewed the commission’s responsibility in fulfilling the 
requirements of the law. 
 

1. Investigate high school dropout prevention strategies 
2. Analyze the relationship between high school graduation rates and the 

state’s economy 
3. Recommend strategies that will increase the overall high school 

graduation rate 
 
A brief discussion followed. 
 
The commissioners elected Nancy Blount as Vice Chair and Susan Waggener as 
Secretary.  A random draw was conducted as required under Act 1306 to 
determine the terms of the commission members.  The commissioners will serve 
staggered terms of three (3) years of service.  The results of the draw were as 
follows: 
 

Bailey    1 year 
Blount    1 year 
Collins    3 years 
Cooksey   2 years 
Harriman   3 years 
Hyde    2 years 
Laurent    2 years 
Waggener   1 year 
Wheeler   3 years 
Whitten    2 years 
Wilbanks   1 year 
Wright-McMurray  3 years 

   
 



 2 

Mr. Whitten then discussed the requirement of Act 1306 to develop an annual 
report.  The report for the current year will be due by November 2011.  The focus 
of the report should be: 
 

1. High School Graduation Rates 
2. Postsecondary Education 
3. Best Practices – link high school graduation to economic development. 

 
Dr. Charity Smith discussed that much of the data required is available at ADE.  
She also discussed the change in Arkansas’ calculation of graduation rates to 
meet a national definition.  This change will result in a decrease in the number of 
graduates. 
 
Susan Harriman then suggested that the commission create a list of resources 
available, such as the Interim Study of Remediation and Race to the Top Early 
Warning.  Mr. Whitten suggested the 2008 Access to Success publication as 
suggested reading. 
 
Representative Hyde suggested that the commission meet with Maria Haley, of 
the Economic Development Commission.  He also suggested meeting with the 
chamber of commerce and including the business community in the work of the 
commission. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11 a.m.  
 

 
 


